More on Maturity VI!!!

II Peter 1:1-10

Acts 3:1-11

Kindness!!!!

ILL. I heard a story about a woman who was standing at a bus stop. She had just cashed her tax refund check, so she was carrying more money than usual & was a little bit nervous about that. She glanced around & noticed a shabbily dressed man standing nearby. And as she watched, she saw a man walk up to him, hand him some money, & whisper something in his ear.
She was so touched by that act of kindness that she decided to do the same. In a burst of generosity, she reached into her purse, took out $10, handed it to the man, & whispered to him, "Never despair, never despair." The next day when she came to the bus stop, there he was again. But this time he walked up to her & handed her $110. Dumbfounded, she asked, "What’s this?" He said, "You won, lady. Never Despair paid 10 to 1."
Ephesians 4:32

32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.

I) He Paid Attention
A. A Delayed Itinerary  (how well do you handle interruptions)
Acts 3:3

Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms.

B. A Displayed Interest (Focused on Him)
Acts 3:4

4 And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us.
ILL. Erma Bombeck told about a time when she was so tired of listening. She had listened to her son tell in minute detail about a movie he had just seen, punctuated by at least 1,000 "you know"s & "okays." 
Then she had received several telephone calls filled with mindless chatter that never seemed to end. So it was with genuine relief that she was able to tell the last caller that she just had to rush off to the airport.
She got into a taxicab, & as the taxicab driver took her to the airport, he told her all about his son who had won a scholarship to college, & how he was making straight A’s. Erma had to sit there & listen to it all.
She said, "But once I got to the airport & realized that I was 30 minutes early, I breathed a sigh of relief & thought, `I have 30 whole minutes when I don’t have to listen to anybody. I can just sit here & read my book & not be bothered at all."
"But no sooner had I opened my book, when an elderly female voice said to me, `I bet it’s cold in Chicago.’ `I suppose,’ Erma Bombeck replied without looking up from her book. 
"I haven’t been in Chicago for 3 years," the woman said. "My son lives there." "That’s nice," said Erma. Then the woman continued on, "My husband’s body is on this plane. We were married for 53 years. I don’t drive, you see, & the funeral director was so nice. He drove me to the airport today."
Erma recalls, "Her voice droned on. Here was a woman who didn’t want money or advice or counsel. All she wanted was someone to listen. And in desperation she had turned to a total stranger with her story." 
Erma Bombeck said, "She continued to talk to me until they announced that we were boarding the plane. We walked onto the plane & I saw her sit down in another section. And as I hung up my coat I heard her say to the person next to her, `I bet it’s cold in Chicago.’" 
II) He Provided Assistance
A. He Ignored His Insufficiency
Acts 3:6

6 Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: 

“We need to start Using what we Have”
David Had a Sling   (Killed a great Giant)
Widow had a handful of meal   (Fed he family and Prophet throughout the famine)
Ladd had a Lunch   (Fed 5000)
B. He Increased His Involvement
Acts 3:7

7 And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength.

He used more than words to lift Him up sometimes you have to lend a hand
III) He Promoted Action
A. Worship in the Cripple  v.8
B. Wonder in the Crowd  v.10
C. Witness in the Christian  v.16

Through a random act of kindness an opportunity was found to share Christ

Life Group Questions
1. Have you put the message into action since you heard it? How did it make you feel?

2. Is it difficult for you to interact with people even if you know them? How often do you go out of your way to do a random act of kindness?
3. Is it difficult for you to interact with people if you do not know them? 

4. Read Luke 5:27-35, when you read this, what do you think his expectations are for us as Christians when it comes to how we treat others?

5. Do you find that just slowing down and giving someone your undivided attention is difficult? If so what can we do to remedy this?

6. List some things that can be done this week to show kindness to someone who cannot show it back.

7. Which one will you commit to do?  (Leaders hold their feet to the fire)
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