
Two Babies
Luke 1:5-80

 
The last Word from God had come from the Prophet Malachi, and then the heavens went silent for 400 years. This was a time of darkness
and despair.

1.     The Political scene was Wicked

2.     The Priesthood was Worthless. (bought and paid for by the politicians)

3.     The People were Weary (Burdened physically and spiritually)

In Luke 1 we find that the silence ended in the birth announcements of two very special babies, one would be a Messenger and one would
be a Messiah, One would be a Forerunner and one would be a Fulfillment!!! Today we will look at the First baby who came to be known
as John Baptist!!!
 

It was indeed a dark day for the nation of Israel. The people had heard no prophetic Word from God for 400 years, not since Malachi
had promised the coming of Elijah (Mal. 4:5-6). The spiritual leaders were shackled by tradition and, in some instances, corruption; and
their king, Herod the Great, was a tyrant. He had nine (some say ten) wives, one of whom he had executed for no apparent reason. But no
matter how dark the day, God always has His devoted and obedient people.

Parents – Zacharias and Elisabeth
Purpose – Prepare for and Present the Promised King
Purity – He would be sanctified and set apart (no strong drink)
Power – He was filled with the Holy Ghost from the very beginning
 

I)            Fulfillment of Prophecy (God will do what he said he will do)

Isa 40:3-5
3 The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway
for our God.
4 Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and
the rough places plain:
5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken
it.
Mal 4:5-6
5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:
6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and
smite the earth with a curse.
Luke 1:13-17
13 But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son,
and thou shalt call his name John.
14 And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth.
15 For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with
the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb.
16 And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.
17 And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.
 

II)        Answer to Prayer (God hears us when we pray)

Luke 1:13-17
13 But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son,
and thou shalt call his name John.



 

III)     Part of a Plan (God has it all under Control)

Luke 1:17
17 And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.
Luke 1:76-79
76 And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his
ways;
77 To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins,
78 Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us,
79 To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.


