
The Church
I Timothy 3:14-16

 
Matt 16:18
18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it.
Acts 2:41-47
41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three
thousand souls.
42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.
44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common;
45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.
46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat
with gladness and singleness of heart,
47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.
1 Cor 16:19
¶ 19 The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in their
house.
 

Church – (ekklesia), called out assembly
Church - The collective body of Christians, or of those who profess to believe in Christ, and
acknowledge him to be the Savior of mankind. The followers of Christ in a particular city or
province;
 

I)            Master of the Church

A. His Ownership (legal claim, exclusive right of possession)

Acts 20:28
28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to
feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.
1 Cor 6:19-20
19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are
not your own?
20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

B.  His Authority (Legal power, right to command or to act)

Col 1:18
18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might
have the preeminence.
Head - A chief; a principal person; a leader; a commander; one who has the first rank or place, and to whom others are subordinate;
Preeminence – to be first, superiority
 

Many Churches operate according to Tradition, Culture, or Personalities
 

II)         Mission of the Church
John 17:17
17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
 



The Truth is the divine revelation, including the truth of the Gospel, the content of the Christian faith. The church is responsible for the
STEWARDSHIP of the Gospel.

A. We Read It
1 Tim 4:13
13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.
Acts 17:11
11 These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind,
and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.

B.  We Meditate on It
Josh 1:8
8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest
observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt
have good success.
Ps 1:1-3
Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat
of the scornful.
2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.
3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not
wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

C. We Study It. (Requires Thinking)

2 Tim 2:15
15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
Study - To apply the mind to; to read and examine for the purpose of learning and understanding

D. We Obey It
James 1:22
22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.

E.  We Proclaim It
Mark 16:15
15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.
 

III)      Message of the Church
Without controversy – a truth which everyone agrees, no doubt about it!!!!
Mystery of Godliness – something revealed that was once Hidden.
 

Luke 24:46-47   Acts 10:36-43   1 Cor 1:23   1 Cor 2:1-2
 

A. Incarnation of Christ (God made himself visible to the human eye in Jesus)

B.  Vindication of Christ (Rom 1:4)

C. Proclamation of Christ

D. Exaltation of Christ



 
Luke 24:46-47
46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from
the dead the third day: 
47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem.
 
Acts 10:36-43
36 The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is
Lord of all:)
37 That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judæa, and began from
Galilee, after the baptism which John preached;
38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about
doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.
39 And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in
Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree:
40 Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly;
41 Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us, who did eat and
drink with him after he rose from the dead.
42 And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he which was
ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead.
43 To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall
receive remission of sins.
 
1 Cor 1:23
23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks
foolishness;
 
1 Cor 2:1-2
And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom,
declaring unto you the testimony of God.
2 For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.


