
THE PRAYER OF JABEZ 
 

Text: I Chronicles 4:9-10 
 
INTRODUCTION: This is less than an 80 word biography.  The Holy Spirit wants us to know 
what He knows about this man.  
 
KEY: If we are dressed for battle, Ephesians 6:10-12, but aren’t aware of where the battle is 
being fought, Ephesians 6:18-19, we are in trouble. 
 
NOTE: When God’s people pray, the blessings come.  When we cease to pray, the 
blessings stop.  And we cease to pray when we cease to give God all. 
 

A. He was more     HONORABLE    .  (V. 9A) 
 

NOTE: To be honorable, we must do something and do it well. 
 

B. His life had its     HINDRANCES    .  (V. 9B) 
 

NOTE: His name means “sorrow”.  (Isaiah 53:3) 
 

Let’s examine the model prayer. 
 
I. HE ASKED GOD TO     BLESS     HIM.    (V. 10A) 
 

A. The     URGENCY     of the prayer:  “Oh that thou…” 
 

B. The     PERSONALIZATION     of the prayer.  “...bless me…” 
 

C. The     MAGNITUDE     of the prayer:  “...indeed…”  Hebrew means “truly, surely”.  It is 
one of the boldest prayers in the Bible. 

 
QUESTION: Is this type of prayer prideful?  If you speak to others that way it is, but not if 

you speak to God that way. 
 
II. HE ASKED GOD TO ENLARGE HIS     COASTS     (BORDERS).  (V. 10b) 
 

NOTE: He is asking God to extend the borders of his INFLUENCE, RESPONSIBILITIES 
and OPPORTUNTIES.  

 
NOTE: This stretching comes through adversity.  (Psalms 4:1 and 118:5) 

 
III. HE PRAYED FOR GOD’S     HAND     TO BE ON HIS LIFE.  (V. 10C) 
 

NOTE: DANGER: We can become professional and begin to do His work in our flesh. 
 

NOTE: I Corinthians 9:27  
 

QUOTE: “We ought to shut down the work of business until we find out what makes the 
business work.” 



 
IV. HE PRAYED THAT GOD WOULD KEEP HIM FROM     EVIL    .  (10D) John 17:15 
 

NOTE: To do evil “grieved” him. 
 

NOTE: The biblical principle for service:  John 21:15-17 
 
CONCLUSION: God granted him that which he requested. 
 

1. Do you recognize the urgency for God’s blessings? 
2. Do you desire for God to broaden your opportunities of service? 
3. Do you have the hand of God on your life? 
4. Do you realize the danger and hurt of sin? 


