
People, People, People
I Timothy 5

 
 

I)            Members
Eph 2:19
19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;
Eph 3:14-15
14 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
15 Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,
Gal 6:10
10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.

A. In Confrontations (Rebuke)

B.  In Associations. (Purity)
 

II)         Widows
Ps 68:5
5 A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God in his holy habitation.
Ex 22:22-24
22 Ye shall not afflict any widow, or fatherless child.
23 If thou afflict them in any wise, and they cry at all unto me, I will surely hear their cry;
24 And my wrath shall wax hot, and I will kill you with the sword; and your wives shall be widows, and your children
fatherless.
Ps 146:9
9 The Lord preserveth the strangers; he relieveth the fatherless and widow: but the way of the wicked he turneth upside
down.
 
The English word widow describes a woman whose husband is dead.  The Greek word chera (widow”) includes that
meaning, but is not limited to it.  It is an adjective used as a noun, and means “bereft,” “robbed,” “having suffered loss,” or
“left alone.” The word does not speak of how a woman was left alone, it merely describes the situation. It is broad enough
to encompass those who lost their husbands through death, desertion, divorce, or imprisonment.  It could even encompass
those cases where a polygamist came to Christ and sent away his extra wives (William Barclay, The Letters to Timothy,
Titus, and Philemon {Philadelphia: Westminster, 1975}, 105). 

A. Ministry For Widows

1.    Responsibilities of Family members v.4,8,16

2.    Requirements for Assistance v.3,5,6

B.  Ministry From Widows

1.    Required Maturity v.9

2.    Recorded Ministry v.10

 



 

III)      Elders

A. Compensating Elders v.17-18. (Turn to I Corinthians 9:1-14)

1 Thess 5:12-13
 And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you;
13 And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves.
 
While all elders are to be thus honored, Paul singles out some as being worthy of double honor.  He differentiates between
the general category of elders and those who serve with greater commitment, effort, and excellence.  They are worthy of
greater acknowledgment from the congregations they serve.  Paul is not here saying they should receive exactly twice the
pay a normal elder receives.  Rather, they should receive ample, generous remuneration and respect beyond that of other
elders whose labors are not as diligent. 

B.  Correcting Elders v.19-21
Matt 18:15-16
 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear
thee, thou hast gained thy brother.
16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word
may be established.

C. Choosing Elders v.22,24-25
To lay hands upon someone in this context was to affirm the suitability for and acceptance into public ministry. It expressed solidarity,
union, and identification with.
 

A. Warning of Caution v.22

B.  Wisdom to Consider v.24-25


