
Paul’s Prayer Requests
Col. 1:9-11

 
 

I)           Increase in Knowledge
A.                  What to Know
1.   Knowledge of God’s Purpose (Will) v.9
Will – choice, purpose, decree, desire, command or direction
 

Peace is the deliberate adjustment of my life to the will of God!!!!!!
 

1 Peter 4:1-5

4 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the
flesh hath ceased from sin;

5 That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.

 

a.    Salvation
1 Tim 2:4
4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.
2 Peter 3:9
9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing
that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

b.    Spirit Filled
Eph 5:17-18
17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.
18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;

c.    Sanctification (purity, holiness)

1 Thess 4:1
3 For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication:

d.    Submission to Government
1 Peter 2:13-15
13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme;
14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do
well.
15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men:

e.    Suffering
1 Peter 2:21



21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his
steps:
1 Peter 4:19
 Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto
a faithful Creator.

f.     Thanks
1 Thess 5:18
18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.

2.   Knowledge of God’s Person v.10
John 5:38-39
38 And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not.
39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.
Phil 3:7-10
8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I
have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:
10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable
unto his death;

B.                  How to Know It
Wisdom = discerning Information (collect and organize principles)
Spiritual Understanding = applying information to everyday life

1.   Scriptures are Required
John 5:39
39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.

2.   Spirit is Required
1 Cor 2:10-12
10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.
11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth
no man, but the Spirit of God.
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are
freely given to us of God.
1 John 2:27
27 But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the
same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.

3.   Study is Required
2 Tim 3:16-17
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness:
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
2 Tim 2:15
15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth.
Study - to make effort, be diligent
Search – to seek, to investigate



Prov 19:2
2 Also, that the soul be without knowledge, it is not good;
Hos 4:6
6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge:
Eph 4:13-15
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight
of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;


