
Murmuring
Exodus 15:22-16:8

Murmuring - uttering complaints in a low voice or sullen manner; grumbling; 
complaining

I) The Operation of Murmuring
A. It Looks to Blame

Exodus 15:24-27 
24 And the people murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink? 
25 And he cried unto the LORD; and the LORD shewed him a tree, which when he had cast into 
the waters, the waters were made sweet: there he made for them a statute and an ordinance, and 
there he proved them, 
26 And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that 
which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will 
put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the 
LORD that healeth thee. 
27 And they came to Elim, where were twelve wells of water, and threescore and ten palm trees: 
and they encamped there by the waters.

Exodus 16:1-2 
1 And they took their journey from Elim, and all the congregation of the children of Israel came 
unto the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second 
month after their departing out of the land of Egypt. 
2 And the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in 
the wilderness:

B. It Distorts the Past
Exodus 16:3 
And the children of Israel said unto them, Would to God we had died by the hand of the LORD 
in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the full; for ye 
have brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with hunger.

C. It Exaggerates the Present
Exodus 16:3 
And the children of Israel said unto them, Would to God we had died by the hand of the LORD 
in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the full; for ye 
have brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with hunger.

D. It is Really Directed towards God



Exodus 16:7-8 
7 And in the morning, then ye shall see the glory of the LORD; for that he heareth your 
murmurings against the LORD: and what are we, that ye murmur against us? 
8 And Moses said, This shall be, when the LORD shall give you in the evening flesh to eat, and 
in the morning bread to the full; for that the LORD heareth your murmurings which ye murmur 
against him: and what are we? your murmurings are not against us, but against the LORD.

II) Overcoming Murmuring
A. Learn from Other’s Mistakes

1 Corinthians 10:1-11
1 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under 
the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 
2 And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 
3 And did all eat the same spiritual meat; 
4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed 
them: and that Rock was Christ. 
5 But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness. 
6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they 
also lusted. 
7 Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and 
drink, and rose up to play. 
8 Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and 
twenty thousand. 
9 Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. 
10 Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer. 
11 Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.

B. Remove It from Our Lives
Philippians 2:12-18
12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much 
more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 
14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in 
vain, neither laboured in vain. 
17 Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with 
you all. 
18 For the same cause also do ye joy, and rejoice with me.


