
Mountain Tops and Valleys
Matthew 17:1-21

 
 
Deut 11:11
11 But the land, whither ye go to possess it, is a land of hills and valleys, and drinketh water of the rain of
heaven:
1 Kings 20:28
28 And there came a man of God, and spake unto the king of Israel, and said, Thus saith the Lord, Because the Syrians
have said, The Lord is God of the hills, but he is not God of the valleys, therefore will I deliver all this great multitude into
thine hand, and ye shall know that I am the Lord.
 
 

I)            Misguided Disciples on the Mountain
Matt 17:4
4 Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three
tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.
Heb 10:19-25
 19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,
20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh;
21 And having an high priest over the house of God;
22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our
bodies washed with pure water.
23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)
24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:
25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much
the more, as ye see the day approaching.

A. Misunderstood the Purpose of the Experience
 

II)         Powerless Disciples in the Valley
Matt 17:14-21
14 And when they were come to the multitude, there came to him a certain man, kneeling down to him, and saying,
15 Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatick, and sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the
water.
16 And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him.

A. Failing in their Calling (Hurting People)
Luke 9:1-2
Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases.
2 And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick.

B.  Fighting with their Critics (Hindering People)
Mark 9:14
14 And when he came to his disciples, he saw a great multitude about them, and the scribes questioning with
them.     (questioning (suzeteo) – to turn against, to disprove, to agitate contrary opinions)



III)      Maturing Disciples in the Secret Place
Matt 17:19
19 Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out?
Ps 32:7-8
7 Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance.
Selah.
8 I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye.

A. Learned their Problem. (unbelief – weak faith)
Matt 6:30
30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not
much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?
Matt 8:26
26 And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and
there was a great calm.
Matt 14:30-31
30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.
31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore
didst thou doubt?

B.  Learned the Prescription. (prayer and Fasting)

1.    Cultivation of our Faith

Matt 13:31-32
31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man
took, and sowed in his field:
32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that
the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof.

2.    Communion with our Father

Ps 91:1
He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.
 

Life Group Questions
 

1.   What stood out to you in the message this week?
 

2.   What did you learn about God in this chapter?
 

3.   What did you learn about man in his chapter?
 

4.   What did you learn that you can put into practice this week?
 



5.   What truth do you think will be the most difficult to apply to your life right now?
 

6.   What will you do this week to “cultivate” your faith?


