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I)            The Employees
Some historians have estimated that half of the population of the Roman Empire was composed of slaves. Many of these
people were educated and cultured, but legally they were not considered persons at all. The Gospel message of salvation
and freedom in Christ appealed to the slaves, and many of them became believers. When slaves were able to get away from
their household duties, they would fellowship in local assemblies where being a slave was not a handicap (Gal 3:28).

But there was a problem: Some slaves used their newfound freedom in Christ as an excuse to disobey, if not defy, their
masters. They needed to learn that their spiritual freedom in Christ did not alter their social position, even though they were
accepted graciously into the fellowship of the church.

A. With Unbelieving Employers v.1
For a slave to rebel against an unsaved master would bring disgrace on the Gospel. "The name of God" and His doctrine
would be blasphemed (Rom 2:24). This is one reason Paul and the early missionaries did not go around preaching against
the sinful institution of slavery. Such a practice would have branded the church as a militant group trying to undermine the
social order, and the progress of the Gospel would have been greatly hindered.

B.   With Believing Employers v.2
The danger here is that a Christian slave might take advantage of his master because both are saved. "My master is my
brother!" a slave might argue. "Since we are equal, he has no right to tell me what to do!" This attitude would create
serious problems both in the homes and in the churches.

1.     Employees are to serve their employers obediently (Eph 6:5, Col 3:22)

2.     Employees are to serve their employers completely (Eph 6:5, Col 3:22)

3.     Employees are to serve their employers respectfully. (Eph 6:5)

4.     Employees are to serve their employers Eagerly. (Eph 6:5, Col 3:22)

5.     Employees are to serve their Employers Diligently. (Eph 6:6, Col 3:22)

Eph 6:5-8

5 Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your
heart, as unto Christ;

6 Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart;

7 With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men:

8 Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free.

Col 3:22-24

22 Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness
of heart, fearing God:

23 And what soever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;



24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.

 

 

 

 

 

II)         The False Teachers

A.  Their Behavior v.3

B.   Their Attitude v.4
Instead of being humble, a false teacher is proud; yet he has nothing to be proud about because he does not know anything
(1 Tim 6:4; also 1:7). A believer who understands the Word will have a burning heart, not a big head (Luke 24:32; and see
Dan 9:1-20). This "conceited attitude" causes a teacher to argue about minor matters concerning "words" (1 Tim 6:3).

C.  Their Results v.4-5
The word doting (1 Tim 6:4) means "filled with a morbid desire, sick." The result of such unspiritual teaching is "envy,
quarreling, malicious talk, evil suspicions, and constant friction"

D.  Their Pursuit v.5 (supposing that gain is godliness)

These false teachers supposed "that godliness is a way of financial gain" (literal translation). "Godliness" here (1 Tim 6:5)
means "the profession of Christian faith" and not true holy living in the power of the Spirit. They used their religious
profession as a means to make money. What they did was not a true ministry; it was just a religious business.

 

III)      The Pastor

A.  Power of Contentment
The word contentment means "an inner sufficiency that keeps us at peace in spite of outward circumstances." Paul used
this same word later. "For I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content" (Phil 4:11). True contentment
comes from godliness in the heart, not wealth in the hand. A person who depends on material things for peace and
assurance will never be satisfied, for material things have a way of losing their appeal.
The simple-living Quaker who was watching his new neighbor move in, with all of the furnishings and expensive "toys"
that "successful people" collect. The Quaker finally went over to his new neighbor and said, "Neighbor, if ever thou dost
need anything, come to see me, and I will tell thee how to get along without it." Henry David Thoreau, the naturalist of the
1800 s, reminded us that a man is wealthy in proportion to the number of things he can afford to do without.

B.   Danger of Greed
"They that will be rich," is the accurate translation. It describes a person who has to have more and more material things in
order to be happy and feel successful. But riches are a trap; they lead to bondage, not freedom. Instead of giving
satisfaction, riches create additional lusts (desires); and these must be satisfied.

C. Importance of Faithfulness
The verb fight means "keep on fighting!" It is a word from which we get our English word agonize, and it applies both to
athletes and to soldiers. It described a person straining and giving his best to win the prize or win the battle. Near the end of



his own life, Paul wrote, "I have fought a good fight" (2 Tim 4:7).

 

IV)       The Rich

A. Humility v.17 (Not High minded)

B.  False Assurance v.17 (Nor trust in Uncertain Riches)

C. Generosity v.18

D. Investing in Eternity (Against the time to come)


