
MISSIONARY ENCOUNTERS 
Acts 16 

 
Every Christian can understand the challenges missionaries face by learning the four categories of people they 
encounter on the mission field. 
 

     I. PEOPLE WITH OPEN HEARTS  vs.14-15 

 
Lydia - the simplicity of ministry 
 
Sometimes, God will bring people to you that are very open to the gospel message. They remind us that the gospel 
is not complicated. 
 
Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them 
about three thousand souls. 
 
1 Thessalonians 2:13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God 
which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually 
worketh also in you that believe. 
 

A. Open to the missionaries 
 

B. Open to the message 
 

     II. PEOPLE WITH OVERTAKEN HEARTS  vs.16-18 
 
Damsel - the sweat of ministry 
 
Sometimes ministry is very hard work because of the spiritual battles that must be fought. 
 
Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 
 

A. Overtaken by Satan 
 
Acts 5:3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of 
the price of the land? 
 
John 13:27 And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do quickly. 
 

B. Overtaken by sin 
 
Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of 
meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.  
 

     III. PEOPLE WITH OPPOSING HEARTS  vs.19-24 

 
Masters of the damsel - the suffering of ministry 
 



Sometimes Christians workers will suffer persecution because of their efforts to preach the gospel and help people 
in need. 
 

A. They opposed right deeds 
 
The disciples were doing exactly what Christ had told them to do, yet they suffered because of it. 
 
Matthew 10:1-8 And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, 
to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease. Now the names of the twelve apostles 
are these; The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother; Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, 
whose surname was Thaddaeus; Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him. These twelve Jesus 
sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans 
enter ye not: But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely 
give. 
 

B. They opposed right doctrine 
 
John 15:18-20 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world 
would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you. Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted 
me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 
 
2 Timothy 4:14-15 Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil:the Lord reward him according to his works: Of 
whom be thou ware also, for he hath greatly withstood our words. 
 

     IV. PEOPLE WITH OBSERVANT HEARTS  vs.25-33 
 
Jailer and prisoners - the sweetness of ministry 
 
It wasn’t easy for the missionaries to suffer in the prison, but it sure was sweet when the jailer and his family 
members got saved and baptized. For centuries, true Christians have been willing to suffer, for the sweet reward of 
new converts. 
 
3rd John 1:4  I have no greater joy tan to hear that my children walk in truth. 
 

A. Adoration was observed  vs.25 (prayer and praise) 

 
Acts 5:41  And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer 
shame for his name. 
 

B. Activity was observed  v.26 

 
The prisoners and the jailer had a front-row seat to the mighty works God did on behalf of the missionaries! 

 
C. Affection was observed  vs.27-30 (do thyself no harm) 

 
They are not the enemy, they are the mission field! 


