
Introduction to Colossians
Colossians 1

 
Key verses
Col 1:18-19
18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might
have the preeminence.
19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell;
Col 3:11
……….Christ is all, and in all.
 
 

I)            The Place
Colossae was one of three cities located about 100 miles inland from Ephesus. The other two cities were Laodicea and Hierapolis (Col
4:13,16). This area was a meeting point of East and West because an important trade route passed through there. At one time, all three
cities were growing and prosperous, but gradually Colossae slipped into a second-rate position. It became what we would call a small
town. All kinds of philosophies mingled in this cosmopolitan area, and religious hucksters abounded. There was a large Jewish colony in
Colossae, and there was also a constant influx of new ideas and doctrines from the East. It was fertile ground for reigious speculations and
false teachings!
 

II)         The People

A. Epaphras (From Colosse, converted by Paul in Ephesus)

a.    One of the Key founders of the church in Colosse

b.    Shared the Gospel with those in Colosse. (Col 1:5-7)

c.    Had a ministry in in the cities of Laodicea and Hierapolis (Col 4:12-13)

B.  Philemon (From Colosse, converted by Paul in Ephesus)

a.    Helped found the church in Colosse

b.    Church met in his house (Philemon 2)

C. Archippus

a.    Possible son of Philemon (Philemon 1-2)

b.    Pastor of the church in Colosse (Col 4:17)
 

 
There is a good lesson for us here: God does not always need an apostle, or a "fulltime Christian
worker" to get a ministry established. Nor does He need elaborate buildings and extensive
organizations. Here were two laymen who were used of God to start ministries in at least three
cities.
 
 



 

III)      The Problem

A. Surrounding Hindrances
The pagan culture in which the Colossian church existed worshiped many gods. Isis, Serapis, Helios, Demeter, and Artemis were among
those worshiped in Colossae during Roman times. Many of the Colossian believers no doubt found the pull of the old way of life strong. 
The first danger facing the church was s relapse into paganism. 
The world and the flesh exerted a strong pull on the Colossians.  Yet an even greater threat came from Satan, the source of all false
teaching.  Therefore, the main thrust of Paul’s letter is to counteract the influence of false doctrine. 

B.  Sinful Heresies (false teaching with mixture of Paganism and Judaism)

1.    Elements of Paganism

a.    Requirement of Deeper Knowledge

b.    God was Good but Matter was Evil

c.    Jesus was only on the level of an Angel

d.    Denied the Humanity of Christ

e.    Denied the Deity of Christ

f.     Denied the Sufficiency of Christ for Salvation

2.    Elements of Judaism

a.    Circumcision was necessary for salvation

b.    Promoted Asceticism (rigid self-denial and harsh treatment of the body)

c.    Taught an Emphasis on Jewish Dietary Laws and observing holy days
 

At its core what was being taught was a denial of the sufficiency of Christ for salvation.
The sufficiency of Christ becomes the Theme of Colossians.
 

1.    The false teachers sought God

Paul’s Response – 2:9

2.    The false teachers sought Superior Knowledge necessary for salvation

Paul’s Response – 2:2-3

3.    The false teachers worshipped Angels, thought they could help attain salvation

Paul’s Response – 2:10

4.    The false teachers practiced Asceticism and observed Jewish holy days



Paul’s Response – 2:17
 
The theme of the book can be summed up in the words of Colossians 3:11: “Christ is all and in
all.” He is God, Creator, Savior, and Head of the church.  It was Paul’s desire in writing
Colossians that we would realize that Christ has come to have first place in everything.


