
Headed to Rome

Acts 28:1-31
 

I)            Malta

A. Dangerous Attacks
1.     Poisonous Critter (Viper) v.3

2.     Poisonous Criticism v.5

3.     Poisonous Compliments v.6

B.  Determined Assistance
1.     Paul assisted the People v.8-9

2.     The People assisted Paul v.10

 

II)         Rome

A. Encouragement Paul Got v.15
The first group of Christians met Paul at the Forum of Appius, about 43 miles from Rome; and the second group met him
at the Three Taverns, 10 miles nearer to the city (Some saints will go farther than others!) Paul was greatly encouraged
when he met them, as well he might be. Now he could fellowship with the saints and they could be a blessing to one
another.

B.  Explanation Paul Gave
1.     Explanation of Circumstances v.17-20

2.     Explanation of Christianity v.22-23

3.     Explanation of Condemnation v.24-28

C. Enlightenment Paul Grasped v.30-31
Paul kept "open house" and received anybody who wanted to discuss the flings of the kingdom of God. He was chained to
a guard who was relieved every six hours, but who was forced to listen as Paul preached and taught and prayed. No wonder
some of them were saved! (Phil 1:12-14; 4:22)

During these two years in Rome, Paul wrote Philippians, Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon. He expected to be released
(Phil 1:23-27; 2:24; Philem 22) and most students agree that he was.
 
Phil 1:12-14
 12 But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto
the furtherance of the gospel;
13 So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places;
14 And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without
fear.
Phil 4:21-22
 21 Salute every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren which are with me greet you.



22 All the saints salute you, chiefly they that are of Caesar's household.
 
Dr. Luke ended his book before Paul's case had been heard, so he could not give us the results of the trial. We have every
reason to believe that Paul was indeed released and that he resumed his ministry, probably traveling as far as Spain (Rom
15:24,28). During this period (A.D.  63-66/67), he wrote letters to Timothy and Titus. He left Titus in Crete (Titus 1:5),
Trophimus sick in Miletus (2 Tim 4:20), and Timothy in Ephesus (1 Tim 1:3). He planned to meet some of his helpers at
Nicopolis (Titus 3:12-13) after he had visited some of the churches he had established. Wherever he went, he sought to
bring Jews and Gentiles to faith in Jesus Christ.
 
He was arrested again, probably about the year 67, and this time his situation was changed drastically. He did not live in a
house, but was chained in a prison and treated like a criminal (2 Tim 1:16; 2:9). Winter was coming, and he asked Timothy
to bring him his cloak (2 Tim 4:13). But the saddest thing about this second imprisonment was his being forsaken by the
believers in Rome (2 Tim 4:16-17). The great apostle to the Gentiles was abandoned by the very people he came to assist.
 
Even Demas forsook him, and only Luke was with him (2 Tim 4:10-11). The family of Onesiphorus ministered to his
needs (2 Tim 1:16-18), but he longed for Timothy and Mark to come to be at his side (2 Tim 1:4; 4:9,21). Paul knew that
the end was coming (2 Tim 4:6-8). Tradition tells us that he was beheaded at Rome in  A.D. 67/68.


