
Great Expectations
I Timothy 3:1-16

 
 

I)            Expectations for its Leaders v.1-7
Pastor, Elder, Bishop all interchangeable referring to the same person, but describing different
functions. Bishop means "overseer," and the elders had the responsibility of overseeing the work of the church (Acts 20:17,28; 1 Peter
5:1-3). Elder is the translation of the Greek word presbutes, which means "an old man." Elders and bishops (two names for the same
office, Titus 1:5,7) were mature people with spiritual wisdom and experience. Finally, "pastor" means "shepherd," one who leads and cares
for the flock of God.

A. Pastors Drive v.1

B.  Pastors Character v.2-3

C. Pastors Duty v.2 (Apt to teach)

D. Pastors Personal Life v.4-5

E.  Pastors Experience v.6

F.  Pastors Influence v.7
 

II)         Expectations for its Servants v.8-13

A.  Men Servants (Deacon)
The English word deacon is a transliteration of the Greek word diakonos, which simply means "servant." In a local church
deacons relieve the pastors/elders of other tasks so that they may concentrate on the ministry of the Word, prayer, and
spiritual oversight. Even though deacons are not given the authority of elders, they still must meet certain qualifications.
As with Elders those qualifications relate to their spiritual character, not their function. In fact, no specifics are given in
scripture as to the duties of Deacons. They were to carry out whatever tasks were assigned to them by the elders or needed
by the congregation.

1.    Personal Character

2.    Spiritual Life

3.    Christian Service

4.    Moral Purity

B.  Women Servants (Deaconesses)
During the first few centuries of the church, the role of a woman servant (diakonos) was to care for fellow believers who
were sick, for the poor, for strangers passing through, and for the imprisoned. They also were responsible for helping
baptize and disciple new women converts and to instruct children and other women.
 
Rom 16:1-4
 I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea:



2 That ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh saints, and that ye assist her in whatsoever business she hath need of you:
for she hath been a succourer of many, and of myself also.
3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus:
4 Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the
Gentiles.

III)      Expectations for its Existence v.14-15

A. Family (Household)
1 Tim 5:1-2
 Rebuke not an elder, but intreat him as a father; and the younger men as brethren;
2 The elder women as mothers; the younger as sisters, with all purity.
Eph 2:19
19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;

B.  Function (Church – Assembly)
Eph 4:11-15
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight
of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

C.  Foundation (Pillar and Ground of Truth)
Phil 2:14-16
14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings:
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,
among whom ye shine as lights in the world;
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in
vain.
 

IV)       Expectations for its Message v.16

1 Tim 4:1
16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness:

A. God was manifest in the flesh, (manifest – to make visible)

John 1:1,14

B.  Justified in the Spirit, (Justified – declared righteous)

Romans 1:4

C. Seen of angels,

I Peter 3:18-20

D. Preached unto the Gentiles,



Acts 1:8

E.  Believed on in the world,

All of Acts

F.  Received up into glory.

Acts 1:9-11


