
Following Jesus
Matthew 16:1-28

 
 

I)            A Confession

A.  A New Birth
Matt 10:32
32 Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.
Rom 10:9
9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from
the dead, thou shalt be saved.
Phil 2:9-11
9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:
10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;
11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

II)         A Church

A.  A New Family
Acts 2:41-42
 41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three
thousand souls.
42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
Heb 10:23-25
23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)
24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:
25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much
the more, as ye see the day approaching. 
 

III)      A Confrontation

A.  New Reality (tribulation – affliction, anguish, trouble)

John 16:33
33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of
good cheer; I have overcome the world.
Acts 14:22
22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.
2 Tim 3:12
12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
2 Tim 2:3-4
3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.
4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a
soldier.
(Hardness – affliction, hardship, trouble)

IV)       A Conclusion



A. New Expectation

1.   Self-Denial

2.   Complete Obedience

3.   Steadfast Commitment
 
Matthew 16:24-27
24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.
25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.
26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.

 
 

Life Group Questions
 

1.    What “One Thing” stood out in the message this week?
 

2.    In your opinion what areas do you think people are the least committed in?
 

3.    Why do you think many professed Christians seem to fall away when things get
difficult?

 

4.    In your own words describe what it truly means to be a disciple and follower of Christ?
 

5.    In your opinion do you think there is an urgency in the people of God to get the gospel
out to the lost? Why do you believe this? 

 

6.    What can we do to stay focused on the ministry and purpose God has for us as His
children?

 

7.    This week because of what God has shown me I Will ________________


