
Fix What’s Broken 

Nehemiah 1-4 

I. Name What is Broken 
Neh. 2:17 – Then I said unto them, Ye see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the 
gates thereof are burned with fire: come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a 
reproach 

a. If you can’t name the problem, you can’t fix the problem 
b. We need a Holy dissatisfaction with what is broken 
c. We don’t have influence because we are right, we have influence 

because we care 
II. Pray for a Burden 

Neh. 1:11 O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the 
prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name: and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and 
grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king's cupbearer. 

a. You don’t have to have a position, a skill, a title, fame, or popularity 
to make a difference, all you need is a burden.  

b. Nehemiah’s burden brought him to Jerusalem where he was able to 
look at the problem with his own eyes.  

i. Proximity affects your perspective 
III. Don’t Get Discouraged 

Nehemiah 4:1-3 But it came to pass, that when Sanballat heard that we builded the wall, he was wroth, 
and took great indignation, and mocked the Jews.2 And he spake before his brethren and the army of 
Samaria, and said, What do these feeble Jews? will they fortify themselves? will they sacrifice? will they 
make an end in a day? will they revive the stones out of the heaps of the rubbish which are burned?3 Now 
Tobiah the Ammonite was by him, and he said, Even that which they build, if a fox go up, he shall even 
break down their stone wall. 

a.  Discouragement comes, not because we are aware of the bad things, 
discouragement comes because we lose sight of the good things. 

IV. Fight 

Nehemiah 4:11-14 11 And our adversaries said, They shall not know, neither see, till we come in the 
midst among them, and slay them, and cause the work to cease.12 And it came to pass, that when the 
Jews which dwelt by them came, they said unto us ten times, From all places whence ye shall return unto 
us they will be upon you.13 Therefore set I in the lower places behind the wall, and on the higher places, I 
even set the people after their families with their swords, their spears, and their bows.14 And I looked, 
and rose up, and said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people, Be not ye afraid of 
them: remember the Lord, which is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your sons, and your 
daughters, your wives, and your houses. 

a. For the church to thrive, everyone needs a place at the table 



Small Group Questions 

1) What one thing stood out in the message this morning?  
2) If you went to church as a young person, what was your experience as a 

kid/teenager in church? Did you feel connected?  
3) Why do you think it is important that families “fight” together?  
4) What are some things that are “broken” in our community that you believe 

has been ignored?  
5) Have you ever been discouraged when trying to do the right thing? How did 

you handle it?  
6) Nehemiah had a burden before he ever took action. What is something this 

week you will pray to be burdened about?  

 


