
Example of a Good Citizen
Matthew 17:24-27

 

I)            The Issue
Matt 17:24-27
¶ 24 And when they were come to Capernaum, they that received tribute money came to Peter, and said, Doth not your
master pay tribute?
The Tribute was a government approved tax that the Romans allowed the Jewish religious leaders to collect for the operation of
the Jerusalem Temple.
Ex 30:13-16
13 This they shall give, every one that passeth among them that are numbered, half a shekel after the shekel of the
sanctuary: (a shekel is twenty gerahs:) an half shekel shall be the offering of the Lord.
14 Every one that passeth among them that are numbered, from twenty years old and above, shall give an offering unto the
Lord.
15 The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less than half a shekel, when they give an offering unto the
Lord, to make an atonement for your souls.
16 And thou shalt take the atonement money of the children of Israel, and shalt appoint it for the service of the tabernacle
of the congregation; that it may be a memorial unto the children of Israel before the Lord, to make an atonement for your
souls.
 

II)         The Instruction
Matt 17:25-27
25 He saith, Yes. And when he was come into the house, Jesus prevented him, saying, What thinkest thou, Simon? of
whom do the kings of the earth take custom or tribute? of their own children, or of strangers?
26 Peter saith unto him, Of strangers. Jesus saith unto him, Then are the children free.
27 Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish that first cometh
up; and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money: that take, and give unto them for me and thee.
 

III)      The Implication

A. Jesus was Not Obligated (He was Family)

John 2:14-16
14 And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting:
16 And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house an house of merchandise.

B.  Jesus Cared about Offending (Causing one to Stumble)

Prov 18:19
19 A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city: and their contentions are like the bars of a castle.
Matt 18:6
6 But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged
about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.
1 Cor 8:10
13 Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to
offend.
 
 

C. Jesus Submitted to the Ordinance (Example of Citizenship)



1 Peter 2:11-15
 11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;
12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by
your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. 
¶ 13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme;
14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do
well.
15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men:
Rom 13:1-7
 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of
God.
2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves
damnation.
3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good,
and thou shalt have praise of the same:
4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in
vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.
5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.
6 For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing.
7 Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to
whom honour.

D. Jesus Supplied the Offering (He can supply the Need)

Phil 4:19
19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.
Phil 4:13
13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.
 
Whatever expectations God has for us, He also has the ability to supply what’s

needed to fulfill them!!!!!
 

Life Group Questions
 

1.    What stood out in the message this week?
 

2.    What did you learn about yourself in the message?
 

3.    What does this passage teach us about Christ?
 

4.    Why is it so important for a Christian to live a life that is absent of offense?
 

5.    From what you learned, what is the Holy Spirit leading you to put into practice this week?


