
Epaphroditus- “A leader who didn’t make a name for himself” 
Philippians 2:25-30 

 
 

EC can lead effectively by adopting the following character traits possessed by Epaphroditus in Philippians 
2:25-30. 

 
 

1. HE WAS A PEOPLE LOVER, Paul calls him a minister. 
He feels distressed that the Philippians might worry about him when he became sick. (25, 
26) 
 
How can you become a people lover? 
 
A. CONSIDER THE NEEDS OF OTHERS.  

Phil. 2:4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. 
 
B. CONSIDER THE NEGLECT OF OTHERS. 

  
 

THINK!!!!!- If I don’t greet them, no one will. If I don’t make them feel at home, no one will. If I don’t 
care for them, no one will. If I don’t answer their questions, no one will. 
 
NEVER SAY… “That’s not my job.” People ARE our job!!!!!! 

 
 
       C. CONSIDER THE NECESSITY OF OTHERS  

 
 
App: Do you love people? Will you make it your mission to seek out someone to show love 
to over the next few weeks? 
 
 
 
 
2. HE WAS A RISK TAKER, Paul calls him a fellow soldier. 
He keeps on risking his life when most people would pamper themselves. (25, 30) 
 Quote: The turtle never moves until he sticks his neck out!!!!! 
 
 
A. PUT YOUR CAUSE ABOVE YOUR LIFE. (Our cause is Jesus Christ) 

 
Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you. 



 
Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless, I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 
 
Matthew 16:24-25 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any [man] will come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose 
his life for my sake shall find it. 
 

� A TRUE LEADER WILL MAKE PERSONAL SACRIFICES 
 

� A LEADER MUST BE WILLING TO GIVE UP TO GO UP 
 

Matthew 23:12 and whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be 
exalted. 

 
Esther knew she had to go and talk to the king for her people which was not lawful for her to 
do as an uninvited guest. She simply said “If I perish, I perish!” 
 
 
App: Are you willing to stick your neck out for God? Will you trust him to do the 
impossible? 

 
 
 

3. HE WAS A TIRELESS WORKER, Paul calls him a companion in labor. 
We know little about his illness, except that it was tied to his work. (25, 27) 
 
Romans 16:12 Salute Tryphena and Tryphosa, who labour in the Lord. Salute the beloved Persis, which 
laboured much in the Lord. 
 
Romans 16:6  Greet Mary, who bestowed much labour on us. 
 
1 Corinthians 3:7-9 So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that 
giveth the increase. Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own 
reward according to his own labour. For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye 
are God's building. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:9 Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
 
A. A TIRELESS WORKER MUST BE COMMITTED. 

 
B. A TIRELESS WORKER MUST BE CAREFUL.  



Watch your priorities- “Thou shall have no other gods before me” Jesus told 
Martha that she was troubled and cumbered about many things, but that Mary had 
chosen that “good” part. 

 
C. A TIRELESS WORKER MUST BE CONCENCRATED. 

Do a couple of things very well instead of many things half way. 
 

 
 
App: Can your pastor describe you as a companion in labor?  

 
 
 
 
 

4. HE WAS A SERVANT-LEADER, Paul calls him a messenger. 
 Paul tells the church to give him a hero’s welcome. (25, 29) He both led and served as he 
became a spokesman for the church. 
 
Phil. 2:5-8 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
 
 
A. LOOK FOR WAYS TO SERVE 

 
 

B. CREATE WAYS TO SERVE 
 
 

C. DO NOT EXPECT TO BE SERVED 
 

Even Jesus himself came not to be served but to serve!  
 
John 13:5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe 
[them] with the towel wherewith he was girded. 
 

 
App: Will you lead by serving God and others? 

 


