
“Comfort in the Chaos” 

1 Thess. 4:13-18 

Every person can find comfort in a time of chaos by applying the three discoveries listed here. 

1. A PROPOSITION (v 13)

The term “them which are asleep”, means, those who are dead. It is supposed that the apostle had 

heard that the Thessalonians continued to lament over their dead, as the heathens did  who had no 

hope of the resurrection of the body; and that they had been puzzled concerning the doctrine of the 

resurrection.  

A) Because of God’s word, we have answers “I would not have you to be ignorant,

Brethren” 

 From Old Testament days till the present, mankind has tried to solve the riddle of death and the 

afterlife. Philosophers have wrestled with the question of immortality. Spiritists have tried to 

communicate with those who have gone beyond. In our modern world, scientists have investigated the 

experiences of people who claimed to have died and returned to life again. They have also studied 

occult phenomena, hoping to find a clue to the mystery of life after death. Paul solved the problem 

when he wrote, “For this we say unto you by the Word of the Lord” (1 Thes. 4:15). 

B) Because of God’s word, we have assurance

2. A PRINCIPLE (v 14)

A) True hope comes by faith in Jesus Christ

Before we can rest in the hope of eternity, we must rest in the hope of eternal life! 

Mankind has a problem-Sin Romans 3:10 As it is written, there is none righteous, 

no, not one:   Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

Sin must be punished-Death Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered 

into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death 

God provided a way of escape-Jesus Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love 

toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

By faith we receive God’s gift of salvation Romans 10:9-10, 13 That if thou shalt 

confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised 

him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; 
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For whosoever shall call upon the 

name of the Lord shall be saved. 



3. A PROMISE (v 15-18)

A) A Return (16)

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 

archangel, and with the trump of God: 

Acts 1:11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same 

Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 

seen him go into heaven.

B)  A Resurrection

“And the dead in Christ shall rise first” 

Passages like John 5:28-29 and Revelation 20:1-6 indicate that there are two resurrections in the future. 

When Jesus Christ returns in the air, He will call to Himself only those who are saved through faith in 

Him. This is called “the first resurrection” or “the resurrection of life.” At the end of time, just before 

God ushers in the new heaven and earth, there will be another resurrection. This is called “the second 

resurrection” or “the resurrection of judgment.”  Between these two events, I believe that the 

Tribulation on earth and the 1,000-year-kingdom will occur.

The Christian doctrine of resurrection assures us that death is not the end. The grave is not the end. The 

body goes to sleep, but the soul goes to be with the Lord (Phil. 1:20-24). When the Lord returns, He will 

bring the soul with Him, will raise the body in glory, and will unite body and soul into one being to share 

His glory forever. 

C) A Rapture (17)

“then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together” 

D) A Reunion (17)

“with them” 

Ills: Today we will all walk past this casket for a final time. Some will simply say “goodbye”, 

others will say, “See you in a little while!” 

What will you say? 

4. A PLAN (V 18)

A) Specific plan “with these words”

B) Sufficient plan “Wherefore comfort one another”

Psalm 119:89   Psalm 119:92   Psalm 119:165 




