
A Grateful Apostle

Colossians 1:1-8

 

I)            The Greeting

A. Paul’s Calling
Paul was not simply a messenger but an official representative of the One who sent him. What he writes in this letter is not simply his
opinion but it is Gods authoritative word!!!!!! As an apostle Paul had the authority to rebuke, correct, and instruct them in the things of
God.

B.  Paul’s Companion
Phil 2:19-22

19 But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly unto you, that I also may be of good comfort, when I know your
state.

20 For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your state.

21 For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's.

22 But ye know the proof of him, that, as a son with the father, he hath served with me in the gospel.

C. Paul’s Care
Col 1:2

2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

 

II)         The Gratitude

A. Recipient
Paul recognizes that it is God who is owed thanks, because salvation is of the Lord.

Eph 2:8-9

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

B.  Reason (For the top three Christian virtues)

1 Cor 13:13

13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.

1.    Faith
Faith (pistis) – to believe something to be true and to trust in it. It involves more than an intellectual assent it involves
obedience and repentance. Repentance is a change of mind that produces a change of life. Repentance has three basic



elements 1. Turn to God 2. Turn from Evil 3. Have an intent to serve God. Repentance is not merely feeling ashamed or
sorry for sin, it is a redirection of the human will a purposeful decision to forsake sin and pursue righteousness. Obedience
is the hallmark of the true believer. “When a man obeys God he gives the only evidence that in his heart he believes God”

Acts 6:7

7 And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of
the priests were obedient to the faith.

Rom 15:18

18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and
deed,

Heb 5:9

9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;

 

2.    Love
John 13:34-35

34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.

35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.

1 John 3:10

10 In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God,
neither he that loveth not his brother.

1 John 3:14-15

14 We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth
in death.

15 Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.

1 John 4:20-21

20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how
can he love God whom he hath not seen?

21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.

3.    Hope
1 Peter 1:3-4

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,

Heb 6:18-19

18 That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have
fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:

19 Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil; (Hope
is the steadfast anchor that connects us directly to Gods throne)



 

III)      The Gospel
The Gospel is the good news that Jesus Christ died to provide complete forgiveness of sins and rose again that those who believe
might live forever!!!!!!

1 Cor 15:1-4

 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye
stand;

2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.

3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures;

4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

A. Requirement of the Gospel
Rom 10:17

17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Rom 10:13-14

13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have
not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?

Mark 16:15

15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

 

B.  Reach of the Gospel v.6 (all the world)

Titus 2:11

11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,

1 Tim 2:3-4
3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;
4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.

C. Reality of the Gospel v.6 (Grace)

Grace is the very heart of the Gospel. It is God freely giving us the forgiveness of sin and eternal life, which we do not deserve and
cannot earn.

Titus 3:4-6

4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,

5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;



Eph 2:8-9
8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.
     D. Results of the Gospel v.6
Matt 13:23
23 But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth
fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
The gospel produces fruit both in the internal transformation of individuals but also in the external growth of the church, they are
interrelated. The spiritual growth of individuals will lead to new converts being won to Christ. That was the exact pattern of the
early church.
Acts 9:31
31 Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in
the comfort of the Holy Ghost,were multiplied.


