
A Good Minister
I Timothy 4:1-16

 
“Let every man abide in the calling wherein he is called and his work will be as sacred as the work of the ministry. It is not what a man
does that determines whether his work is sacred or secular, it is why he does it.”  ― A.W. Tozer
 
“Let us practice the fine art of making every work a priestly ministration. Let us believe that God is in all our simple deeds and learn to
find Him there.” ― A.W. Tozer

 
I)            A Falling Away v.1-5

1 John 2:18-19
19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us:
but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.
 
It comes as a shock to some people that Satan uses professed Christians in the church to accomplish his work. But Satan
once used Peter to try to lead Jesus on a wrong path (Matt 16:21-23), and he used Ananias and Sapphira to try to deceive
the church at Jerusalem (Acts 5). Paul warned that false teachers would arise from within the church (Acts 20:30).

A. Influential Demons
Eph 6:12
12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness
of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

B.  Inconsistent Deceivers (Lying Hypocrites with no conscience)

2 Cor 11:13-15
13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.
14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.
15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be
according to their works.

C. Incorrect Doctrine
  The reason that false doctrine is so dangerous is that it usually has a small element of the truth!!!!!

1.    Marriage

1 Cor 7:7-9
7 For I would that all men were even as I myself. But every man hath his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and
another after that.
¶ 8 I say therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for them if they abide even as I.
9 But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn.

2.    Diet

Rom 14:14
14 I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing
to be unclean, to him it is unclean.
1 Cor 8:13
13 Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to
offend.
 



II)         A Focused Attention v.6-12

A.  On Character v.6-9
1.     By what you Ignore

2.     By what you Practice

B.   On Conduct v.10-12

1.    In Word

Matt 12:34-35
34 O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaketh.
35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure
bringeth forth evil things.

2.    In Conversation

1 Peter 1:15-16
15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;

3.    In Charity

1 John 4:7-8
7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.
8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.

4.    In Spirit (upbeat enthusiasm, passion)

5.    In Faith (faithful, dependable)

1 Cor 4:2
2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.

6.    In Purity

1 Tim 4:12
2 The elder women as mothers; the younger as sisters, with all purity.
 

III)      A Faithful Activity v.13-16

A. Faithful with the Word

1.   Presentation of the Word (Reading)

2.   Application of the Word (Exhortation)

3.   Explanation of the Word (Doctrine)

B.  Faithful with the Calling
1 Tim 4:14-15
14 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery.



C. Faithful with the Progress
1 Tim 4:15-16
15 Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all.
16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them
that hear thee.


