
2 Timothy 4 
 
1. The charge he was given (1-4) 

• Witnesses involved (1) 
• Willingness involved (2) 
• Woefulness involved (3-4) 

 
2. The challenge he was given (5) 

• Watch 
• Endure 
• Do 
• Make 

 
3. Champion he was given (Apostle Paul, 6-7) 

• Fought well 
• Finished well 

 
4. Confidence he was given (8, 17-18) 

• A reward 
• A relationship 
• A reservation 

 
 

Why is ministry a Challenge? 
 
1. Because of the times 
 
2 Timothy 4:3 – For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their 
own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 
 

• Uncertain times 
• Unprecedented 
• Unpeaceful times 

 
2. Because of the task (2, preach the word) 
 

• A defined task 
• A despised task 

 
3. Because of the temptation 
 
The temptation is to give up. To do something easier.  



Hebrews 11:15 – And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came 
out, they might have had opportunity to have returned. 
 

A Challenge to Fulfill 
 
 
EC Can fulfill their ministry by meeting the four challenges in 2 Timothy 4:5 
 
 
I. WATCH IN ALL THINGS 
 
Watch- to be sober, alert 
 
 A) By guarding our flesh 
 

Matt 26:40-41 – 40 And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto 

Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? 41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into 

temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. 
 
 
1 Corinthians 10:12 - Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 
 
 
1 Corinthians 16:13 - Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. 
 
 
Colossians 4:2 - Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; 
 
 
 B) By guiding our heart 
 

Acts 20:28-31 - 28Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the 

Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with 

his own blood. 29For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among 

you, not sparing the flock. 30Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, 

to draw away disciples after them. 31Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of 

three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. 



 
 
Don’t follow your heart, lead it! 
 
Proverbs 4:23 - Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. 
 
 
Proverbs 16:9 - A man's heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps. 
 
 
Proverbs 19:3 - The foolishness of man perverteth his way: and his heart fretteth against  
the LORD. 
 
 
Proverbs 19:21 - There are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, 
that shall stand. 
 
 
Proverbs 28:26 - He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: but whoso walketh wisely, he shall 
be delivered. 
 
 
Proverbs 23:26 - My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways. 
 
 
Ills: 
 
App: Are you watching? Have you become distracted? 
 
 
 
II. ENDURE AFFLICTIONS 
 
Endure- to bear with patience, to support without breaking 
 
The Apostle Paul was no stranger to affliction. 
 

2 Corinthians 11:24-28 - 24Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 

25Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a 

day I have been in the deep; 26In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in 

perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the 



wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27In weariness and painfulness, in 

watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 28Beside those 

things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. 
 
 
 
 A) Remember your calling (1:6-9) 
 

2 Timothy 1:6-9 - 6Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which 

is in thee by the putting on of my hands. 7For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of 

power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 8Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of 

our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according 

to the power of God; 9Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to 

our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus 

before the world began, 
 
 
Notice three things about the call of God: It is Pure. It is Purposeful, it is Pre-arranged. 
 
 B) Renew your commitment (2:3) 
 

2 Timothy 2:3-4 - 3Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 

4No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him 

who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 
 
 
Ills: 
 
App: Will you endure afflictions for the sake of the gospel? 
 
 
 

III. DO THE WORK 
 
 



 A) By our effort 
 
Proverbs 19:24 - A slothful man hideth his hand in his bosom, and will not so much as bring it to 
his mouth again. 
 
 
Proverbs 20:4 - The sluggard will not plow by reason of the cold; therefore shall he beg in 
harvest, and have nothing. 
 
 
Proverbs 21:25 - The desire of the slothful killeth him; for his hands refuse to labour. 
 
 
Proverbs 22:13 - The slothful man saith, There is a lion without, I shall be slain in the streets. 
 
 
 B) By our exercise- we need to practice! Going to nursing home and jails 
 
1 Timothy 4:13-16  
 
Ills: Dog training setbacks 
 
App: Are you doing the work God has called you to do? 
 
 
 
IV. MAKE FULL PROOF 
 
Full proof- to bring into a full measure, like a ship sailing in full wind. 
 
 
 A) By pressing forward 
 
Philippians 3:14 - I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
 
Colossians 1:29 - Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in 
me mightily. 
 
 
Ills: 
 
App: Will you continue to press forward and make full proof of the ministry God has given you? 


